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Observations on nesting Straight-billed Woodcreepers Dendroplex picus (Furnariidae: Dendrocolaptinae) in French Guiana
Johan Ingels and Michel Giraud-Audine

FiGUre 4. One of the Straight-billed Woodcreepers (Dendroplex 
picus) with a piece of dry snake skin in its bill, probably the one 
brought to the nest by the flycatchers. Later it took the skin back 
inside the nest hole to line the nest cavity. Photo by M. G. A. 

FiGUre 5. The Straight-billed Woodcreepers (Dendroplex picus) with 
a large, unidentified insect, and a lizard or hummingbird egg to feed 
the nestlings. Photo M. G. A. 

FiGUre 6. A pair of Green-rumped Parrotlets (Forpus passerinus) 
engaged in pre-nuptial feeding at the entrance of the nest hole after 
the nestlings of the Straight-billed Woodcreepers (Dendroplex picus) 
had flegded. Photo by M. G. A. 

(Marantz et al. 2003). We thought that,  based on its size, 
the egg brought to the nest to feed the nestlings was a 
hummingbird egg, but an egg of an arboreal lizard, e.g. an 
Anolis species, cannot be excluded. However, finding bird 
eggs should be easier than finding lizard eggs.

Woodcreepers nest in natural cavities, which makes 
it difficult to closely follow the breeding cycle. The 
incubation and nestling periods of woodcreepers are, 

therefore, poorly known. These periods are estimated 
to be, respectively, about 16 days and 18-20 days for 
similar sized woodcreepers of the genera Xiphorhynchus,  
Dendroplex and Lepidocolaptes (Marantz et al. 2003).  After 
considering the size of food items brought to the nestlings 
on 6 September, we estimated they were then between 
12 and 14 days old. With the above mentioned periods 
in mind, we calculated that the eggs were laid between 5 
and 10 August. With incubation starting thereafter, the 
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eggs have hatched around 25 August. Fledgelings left the 
nest between 10 and 15 September. This breeding thus 
coincided with the onset of the long dry season, which 
in French Guiana normally lasts from mid-August to the 
end of November. 

A nest with young was found at the end of March in 
Suriname, thus in the short dry season of February and 
March (Haverschmidt & Mees 1994). The nest we found, 
contained nestlings at the end of August – beginning of 
September. Therefore we can conclude with Marantz et al. 
(2003) that Straight-billed Woodcreepers on the Guiana 
Shield i.e. the Guianas and adjacent regions, breed in the 
short and in the long dry season there.   

The old Spot-breasted Woodpecker nest hole, 
in which the Straight-billed Woodcreepers nested, 
was also claimed by other bird species such as Brown-
crested Flycatchers and Green-rumped Parrotlets. This 
competition between several bird species may reflect an 
actual shortage of suitable nesting sites for cavity nesting 
species in areas of marshes and savannas with patches 
of lowland forest in the coastal region. Here the only 
suitable cavities for nesting are mainly old woodpecker 
holes in dead awara palms.     

acKNOWleDGeMeNtS

Thanks are due to Nyls de Pracontal for useful 
discussions, to Olivier Claessens for help with the photos, 
and to Des Jackson for reading and improving a draft of 
this note.

reFereNceS

Haverschmidt, F. & Mees, G. F. 1994. Birds of Suriname. Paramaribo: 
Vaco Uitgeversmaatschappij.

Marantz, c. a.; aleixo, a.; Bevier, l. r. & Patten, M. a. 2003.  
Family Dendrocolaptidae (Woodcreepers), p. 358-447. In: del 
Hoyo, J.; Elliott, A. & Christie, D. A. (eds.). Handbook of the birds 
of the world, v. 8. Broadbills to Tapaculos. Barcelona: Lynx Edicions.

Oniki, Y. & Willis, e. O. 1983. A study of breeding birds of the 
Belém area, Brazil: III. Trogonidae to Furnariidae. Ciência e 
Cultura 35: 1320-1324.

ridgely, r. S. & tudor, G. 1994. The birds of South America, v. 2.  The 
Suboscine Passerines. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

tostain, O.; Dujardin, J. l.; Érard, c. & Thiollay, J. M. 1992. 
Oiseaux de Guyane. Brunoy: Société d’Études Ornithologiques. 

Associate editor: Ivan Sazima.


