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(Marantz ez al. 2003). We thought that, based on its size,
the egg brought to the nest to feed the nestlings was a
hummingbird egg, but an egg of an arboreal lizard, e.g. an
Anolis species, cannot be excluded. However, finding bird
eggs should be easier than finding lizard eggs.
Woodcreepers nest in natural cavities, which makes
it difficult to closely follow the breeding cycle. The
incubation and nestling periods of woodcreepers are,
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FIGURE 4. One of the Straight-billed Woodcreepers (Dendroplex
picus) with a piece of dry snake skin in its bill, probably the one
brought to the nest by the flycatchers. Later it took the skin back
inside the nest hole to line the nest cavity. Photo by M. G. A.

FIGURE 6. A pair of Green-rumped Parrotlets (Forpus passerinus)
engaged in pre-nuptial feeding at the entrance of the nest hole after
the nestlings of the Straight-billed Woodcreepers (Dendroplex picus)
had flegded. Photo by M. G. A.

FIGURE 5. The Straight-billed Woodcreepers (Dendroplex picus) with
a large, unidentified insect, and a lizard or hummingbird egg to feed

the nestlings. Photo M. G. A.

therefore, poorly known. These periods are estimated
to be, respectively, about 16 days and 18-20 days for
similar sized woodcreepers of the genera Xiphorhynchus,
Dendroplexand Lepidocolaptes(Marantz et al. 2003). After
considering the size of food items brought to the nestlings
on 6 September, we estimated they were then between
12 and 14 days old. With the above mentioned periods
in mind, we calculated that the eggs were laid between 5
and 10 August. With incubation starting thereafter, the
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eggs have hatched around 25 August. Fledgelings left the
nest between 10 and 15 September. This breeding thus
coincided with the onset of the long dry season, which
in French Guiana normally lasts from mid-August to the
end of November.

A nest with young was found at the end of March in
Suriname, thus in the short dry season of February and
March (Haverschmidt & Mees 1994). The nest we found,
contained nestlings at the end of August — beginning of
September. Therefore we can conclude with Marantz ez 4.
(2003) that Straight-billed Woodcreepers on the Guiana
Shield i.e. the Guianas and adjacent regions, breed in the
short and in the long dry season there.

The old Spot-breasted Woodpecker nest hole,
in which the Straight-billed Woodcreepers nested,
was also claimed by other bird species such as Brown-
crested Flycatchers and Green-rumped Parrotlets. This
competition between several bird species may reflect an
actual shortage of suitable nesting sites for cavity nesting
species in areas of marshes and savannas with patches
of lowland forest in the coastal region. Here the only
suitable cavities for nesting are mainly old woodpecker
holes in dead awara palms.
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